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FOREWORD 

 

The Dagpo Educational Fund was founded in 2007. In that same year, a request was filed to be 

recognized as a public welfare institution and this request was granted. 

The first years were spent working on the presentation by means of a website and a brochure with both 
historical and actual information about the Dagpo traditions, in English, French and Dutch. The 
Foundation also presented itself with an information stand at several appropriate occasions, such as the 
visit from the Dalai Lama. 
 
The Dagpo traditions are part of the Gelugpa-school, one of the Tibetan Buddhist schools. 
The follower of the traditions consider them as very valuable and a useful method to experience more 
peace and happiness, however the starting point of these traditions is the fact that so many people have so 
many different tendencies and predispositions that it is impossible to form one religion or philosophy 
everyone will benefit from. This is why the Foundation takes a modest stance and does not actively recruit 
donators. Nevertheless it is seen as an important thing to enable as many people as possible to get to 
know the tradition. If the time and circumstances are right, meeting these traditions can be very valuable. 
 
In line with the modest stance, we chose to send our donators a thank-you card once a year, on the 
occasion of the Tibetan new year or Losar. The thank-you card includes a meaningful picture. Our website 
can supply them with any further information they might want. 
 
The projects we have supported over the last few years are also featured on our website. Before TDEF 
makes donations, the board subjects projects to an investigation to determine the trustworthiness of the 
receiving school or organisation. Usually, Dagpo Rinpoche proposes the projects. Depending on the 
urgency and after the credibility has been determined, the projects are supported. 
 
To enable the contact with Dagpo Shedrub Ling, the home of the traditions, one or more of the board 
members visit the monastic university Dagpo Shedrub Ling in Kais, India every year. 
 
We have now reached a moment where we can present an annual report. With this, we would like to keep 
donators and anyone else interested up to date regarding the activities and the financial policy of the 
Dagpo Educational Fund. 
We hope we have been able to show you how the Dagpo Educational Fund contributes to the survival of 
Tibetan Buddhism in general and the Dagpo traditions in specific. 
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INTRODUCTION 
 
In the 2013 annual report of The Dagpo Educational Fund you will find general information about the 
Foundation and our contact details. To conclude, the most important activities and developments for 
2013 are listed and explained in chronological order.  

GENERAL INFORMATION 

 
The Foundation, The Dagpo Educational Fund, has been set up with the aim of supporting the cultural, 
educational and philosophical aspects of Buddhist traditions of Dagpo Shedrub Ling’s monastic university 
anywhere in the world, so that they can continue to exist and be shared with those who are interested in 
them. The Dagpo Educational Fund, uses its financial means to achieve this. The Foundation is a non-
profit organization. 
 
The aim of the Foundation has an implied social aspect; this means that the people who live according to 
the traditions of Dagpo Shedrub Ling contribute to education, health care and other forms of 
humanitarian institutions whenever and wherever necessary.  

STRUCTURE OF THE ORGANISATION 

 
Composition of the board 

 President: Mr L.J. Jhampa Gyamtshog 

 Vice-president: Mrs E. van Weelden 

 Secretary: Mrs P.C.G. Hendriks 

 Treasurer: Mrs L.H.F.M. Teunissen-van den Ende 

 General members: Mr A. Tjiptobiantoro, Mrs. M.M.H.L. van der Bom-Tjoa and Mrs. M.H. van 
den Eijkhoff 

 
The board members did not change in 2013. 
 
The aim of the board is to meet in person at least once a year. Throughout the rest of the year the board 
keeps in contact through e-mail and via telephone. 
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ACTIVITIES AND DEVELOPMENTS IN 2013 

 
Below you will find the most important activities and developments of 2013 in chronological order.  
 
Contact with our donors 
On the 11th of February, for the Tibetan New Year, a card with a picture of debating monks was sent out 
to thank all our donors. 
 
Outward presentation 
The Dagpo Educational Fund humbly presented itself during the teaching of Venerable Dagpo Rinpoche 
in Biezenmortel from the 21st- 25th of February. 
 
Visits to the monastic university Dagpo Shedrub Ling in Kaïs, India 
Every year, usually in August or September, Venerable Dagpo Rinpoche teaches the Lamrim (the Stages 
of the Path to Enlightenment) in Dagpo Shedrub Ling for approximately 2 weeks. The Buddhist traditions 
of Dagpo Shedrub Ling were based on the Lamrim. The teachings in Kaïs are attended by students of 
Rinpoche from all over the world. Thanks to these annual meetings a bond has been forged between the 
monks and many of the foreign students. 
 
For the duration of these teachings the monks offer their own rooms to the foreign guests and share 
smaller rooms where the monks are great in number. The guests can experience what it is like to live in a 
small room with minimal sanitary facilities. 
 
In 2013 the teaching took place from the 8th-20th of September. Some of the board members of The 
Dagpo Educational Fund were present at the monastery for this occasion, just as they have been in all 
previous years.  
 
The number of monks in the monastery increases every year, therefore housing for the monks requires 
our attention. Currently, there are close to 150 monks living in the monastery, approximately 40 of them 
are younger than twelve years old. 
 
The monks take part in an intensive year-round training program. In 2013 a special ceremony was held 
during the lamrim teachings. The third Lharampa geshe of the monastery received his diploma and was 
immediately challenged to a debate. Lharampa geshe is the highest degree a geshe can receive. It requires a 
minimum of twenty years of study. The degree is similar to that of a professor of philosophy in Western 
universities. All of the monks and students present during the teachings attended the ceremony when the 
geshe received his diploma.  
 
Another remarkable event took place during these teachings in September; a demonstration was given by 
the monks from Kadam Chöling Indonesia in Bandung. The previous year a monk from Dagpo Shedrub 
Ling had visited the monks in Bandung and taught them the Tibetan language and the art of debate. The 
Indonesian monks and one nun held a debate in Tibetan in the presence of Venerable Dagpo Rinpoche 
and many others. They demonstrated what they had been taught. Venerable Dagpo Rinpoche was moved 
seeing this as it was a visible proof of the return of the art of debate to Indonesia. 
 
Latest developments regarding Dagpo Thosam Ling School for children 
In 2013 there have been important developments regarding Thosam Ling. 
 
The two most important reasons for establishing Dagpo Thosam Ling school were: 

 To provide the inhabitants of this region with education and an additional program where the 
children learn both the Tibetan language and culture. Thereby preserving Tibetan cultural values 
and, if required, further studies in Buddhism. 
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 The location, near the monastery, was chosen to inspire the children and, at the same time, give 
the younger monks the same basic secular education. Bringing together the children and monks in 
a positive manner so they can learn from one another. 
 

Now, nine years later, discussions are being held as to the future of the school. In September 2013 Dagpo 
Shedrub Ling Monastic Cultural Society (DSMCS), the foundation to which the school belongs, held a 
meeting. The following took place: 
 
Firstly, it was determined that the school has been a resounding success. Student enrolment has risen 
continually, currently there are 140 students, and the academic achievements of these students have rated 
above average.  
 
The school was founded mainly for the local community, unfortunately, it turns out that very few students 
from the direct neighbouring villages have actually enrolled. Although it was never the intention, the local 
community fears that there could be pressure to convert.  
Most of the students come from the area of Meun (located further away), despite the fact that in the last 
three years monks from Drepung Gomang have founded schools in that area. The parents of these 
students, still attending Dagpo Thosam Ling School, are mainly interested in benefiting financially from 
the free education, housing and food provided by the school. 
Currently the Indian government also provides free education, which includes books and uniforms, for 
the eight basic classes, as does Dagpo Thosam Ling.  
 
Also the DSMCS has concluded that in the last 9 years very few students have chosen to continue their 
education in the Tibetan language or learning Buddhism. Therefore, the principle reasons for the 
foundation of the school are no longer applicable and it appears unnecessary to keep the school in its 
present form. 
The questions arising are: How shall we continue? What should we do with the current classrooms and 
the land bought to build a new, bigger school? 
 
The current classrooms can be vacated for the monastery, as it can definitely use the extra space. The 
number of monks is constantly increasing, at present there are approximately 40 young monks requiring a 
basic education. 
 
Concerning the land that has been bought, there are two solutions being discussed: 

 Building a retreat house with small bedrooms and a common area to be used for anyone seeking a 
place to meditate, both monks, nuns and lay practitioners will be welcome. There is an orchard 
producing high quality apples, which can stay in production.  

 Founding a centre for research and study of the Buddhist culture at a higher level. 
The advantages, disadvantages and feasibility for both options are being looked at. 
 
The official transfer of the land is requiring a lot of time and effort and is still not finished. This is due to 
the bureaucracy of the government on every level; municipal, provincial, departmental and state. 
 
Projects 
In 2013, as in 2009 and 2011, The Dagpo Educational Fund contributed (in cooperation with Entraide 
Franco-Tibétaine) to the purchase of a plot of land, originally meant to be used to build a new school. 
Recently however, this has changed and the new aim is to build a new centre for study and meditation.  
 
Another project that has been undertaken this year is a school in the region of Chalyara dist. Hamirpur 
Tehsil (Himachal Pradesh). This school makes a great effort to preserve and teach Tibetan language and 
Buddhist culture. We are still awaiting some details for this project. 
 
Website changes in accordance to the new demands of ANBI (ANBI is the Dutch equivalent of a 
PBO- Public Benefit Organisation)  
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In December we worked to update our website to meet the new demands that ANBI (Public Benefit 
Organisation) foundations are required to meet in the Netherlands. 
 
Meetings 
The board met once at the beginning of the year, all other consults and conferences have been via email 
and telephone.  
 
Evaluation 
We look contently back on 2013. The number of donors is growing slowly, as was expected. The 
developments of the land we purchased will be followed closely in 2014. We plan to write a new policy. 
We would like to make changes to our website to keep up with the ever-changing standards of media and 
allow other devices the possibility of visiting our site. 

 

 


