December 2014
Dear friends,

It has been seven years since the Dagpo Educational Fund was founded and over the years we
have had the pleasure of meeting many new donators. It seems right and useful to now clarify the
differences and similarities between the Dagpo Educational Fund (TDEF) and the Entraide
Franco-Tibetaine (EFT) the two organizations working for the maintenance of the Dagpo
traditions.

SIMILARITIES

Both Entraide Franco-Tibetaine and the Dagpo Educational Fund work to preserve Tibetan
Buddhism in general and, more specifically, the traditions of Dagpo Dratsang Monastery.

From the Buddhist point of view, regarding the law of Cause and Effect, donors who contribute
to each organisation are able to establish a connection with Dagpo Dratsang traditions.
Moreover, this connection as well as their generosity will certainly produce results in the future.

DIFFERENCES

Entraide Franco-Tibetaine

EFT was founded in 1987 by French students of Venerable Dagpo Rinpoche. This foundation
collects funds that help those in need, both immediately and on short-term basis. Its objective is
to help those urgently in need of assistance, either occasionally or on a more regular basis, such
as regularly financing the EFT’s projects.

Financial support is given mainly to:
o Dagpo Dratsang monastery and its monks for their daily needs.
o The Thosam Ling School, which is connected to Dagpo Dratsang monastery.

o The hospice in Mundgod, Southern India, founded to house and care for eldetly
Tibetans.

o The monks of Dagpo Dratsang monastery who are living and studying in Drepung
Gomang Monastery in Southern India.

The Dagpo Educational Fund
TDEF was founded in 2007 by Venerable Dagpo Rinpoche. Its headquarters are in the
Netherlands.

The main purpose of TDEF is to ensure the survival of Dagpo Dratsang’s traditions over
the (very) long term.

To do this, all donations are invested and earn interest, which allows the capital to increase
substantially. As the capital increases, the interest also increases, allowing us to maintain our
support of Dagpo Dratsang’s traditions, even if donations decrease.



The capital is comprised of donations made directly to the Foundation. It can continue to grow
until it reaches the tax ceiling. Once that limit is reached, the full sum of the earned interest will
be used to support the projects specified in the Foundation’s objectives and regulations.

Until this limit is reached, the Foundation will as is legally required make a minimum of one
deposit annually.

The board carefully chooses the course of action for the Foundation. All of the Foundation’s
projects have the common goal of ensuring the survival of the traditions of Dagpo Shedroup
Ling Monastery, also known as Dagpo Dratsang. Dagpo Shedrup Ling was founded in Tibet
around 1460 by the great Master Jey Lotro Tenpa, following Jey Tsongkapa’s recommendation.

Examples of projects funded by TDEF:

o Schools in both India and Tibet, where the Tibetan language and culture are taught in
order to help preserve them.

o Long-term projects for Dagpo Dratsang monastery, including the purchase of land to
build a study and retreat centre, where both the monastic community and laypeople who
sincerely wish to study and practice Buddhism are welcome.

There is still hope that one day we will contribute to rebuilding and renovating Dagpo Dratsang
monastery in Tibet, as well as the smaller monasteries of Dungkar and Bamchoe. It was the
tradition of these smaller monasteries to send their monks to Dagpo Dratsang, famed for its high
educational standards and its strict observance of monastic discipline, to pursue their
philosophical studies. It was the only monastery within 500 km where a person could study
according to Jey Rinpoche’s tradition.

We hope that we have been able to give you a better understanding of our organisation and its
governing principles. We want to clarify that both foundations have similar goals, but use slightly
different means to achieve those goals. We sincerely hope that through these projects, many
people will have the opportunity to meet these extremely precious and rare traditions of Dagpo
Dratsang that contribute to the happiness of all beings.

If you still have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact us for any additional information.

Best regards

For the TDEF Board

Venerable Dagpo Rinpoche (President)



